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Discussion on Individual Rights and Interests in Practice and Research of Public Health Emergencies from
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Abstract: In recent years, disease-related public health emergencies occurred frequently worldwide. And
this triggered the discussion on some ethical issues, including the restriction of some individual rights and interests
in practice of epidemic prevention and control. Based on the characteristics of public health, the author discusses
the “individual rights and interests” during public health emergency on basis of the mission and characteristics of
public health service, and analyzes the limited rights of privacy and informed consent during the prevalence from
the perspective of ethics and jurisprudence. Practice and research of prevention and control of public health emer-
gencies should consider not only individual rights and interests, but also public health and health equity. Limita-
tion of rights of some individual rights and interests conforms to the basic principles of bioethics and legal princi-
ples, such as limitation of rights and emergency avoidance.
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