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Comparison of pharyngeal swab and induced sputum specimens for
viral nucleic acid detection in patients with 2019-nCoV after treatment

ZENG Jiang, LIU Hui, LUO Yi-jun, LIU Chun-yun, GONG Xiang-wen ,
LAl Xiang, WANG Pei-xing, TIAN Hui, LIU Ping, LIU Xiao-yan
(The Fifth Peoples Hospital of Ganzhou, Ganzhou Respiratory Disease Research Institute, Ganzhou, Jiangxi 341000)

Abstract: Objective: To compare and analyze the detection effect of viral nucleic acid testing between pharyngeal swab
specimens and induced sputum specimens in post-treatment patient with 2019-nCoV cases. Methods: The results of pha-
ryngeal swab specimens and induced sputum specimens from 25 patients with 2019-nCoV and discharged from hospital
were analyzed and compared. Results: Among the 25 cases, 13 were negative in two times of induced sputum and pha-
ryngeal swab specimens. . In the first viral nucleic acid testing after treatment, 3 of the other 12 patients were positive for
pharyngeal swab specimens and negative for induced sputum specimens, while the other nine patients were positive forin-
duced sputum specimens and negative for pharyngeal swab specimens. In the subsequent viral nucleic acid testing, how-
ever, both induced sputum specimens and pharyngeal swab specimens were negative. Conclusions: In the viral nucleic
acid testing of 2019-nCoV, the detection effect of induced sputum specimens was better than that of pharyngeal swab
specimens. The combination of the two methods is more conducive to clinical diagnosis.
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