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Abstract: The novel coronavirus pneumonia is mainly characterized by involvement
of pulmonary interstitial lesions. Among patients with increased expression of virus in
the kidney, lung-kidney impairment tends to manifest from the early stage after onset.
For patients with older age and underlying diseases, their lung and kidney seem to be
both involved at later stages, which may then develop into multiple organ failure
syndrome (MOFS). The “lung-sanjiao (triple energizer) moyuan (membrane
source)-kidney” theory in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) considers that lung
mesenchyme and kidney mesangial membranes are the material basis for triple
energizer membrane source to play its role, which is highly consistent with the
pathogenesis theory of “[epidemic] pathogens lurking in the membrane source”
proposed by Wu Youke in book titled On Epidemic Diseases (Wen Yi Lun). This paper
articulates the model theory of “lung-triple energizer moyuan-kidney”, to reason how
and why the treatment methods of “treating the upper, [middle] and lower jiao
respectively (fen xiao shang xia)” by Ye Tianshi in the book titled On Warm & Heat
Diseases (Wen Re Lun) are widely used and also effective in clinical practice. This
model theory may serve as reference for the further application of the TCM classic
theories in the treatment of emerging and emergent infectious diseases.
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