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Abstract: The present outbreak of coronavirus disease 19 (COVID-19) causes a crisis of public health in the world. The

decision on the epidemic prevention has to be made. This paper analyzes the difference between decision making on disease

treatment and epidemic prevention. On the one hand, the decision making on disease treatment is a kind of objective

judgement, and the certainty and uncertainty of this judgement is based on reductionism. On the other hand, the decision

making on epidemic prevention is a kind of value judgement. Although infection diseases themselves are objective biological

and medical issues, the epidemic prevention must involve a number of subjective factors.
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